
Josep Guinovart’s work in the Ribes Roges tower is shaped as the artist’s homage to those that in
some way are related to the sea, and the sea itself as an element of the human landscape.
Complementary to the one in Vilanova i la Geltrú, Guinovart has set a similar installation in
Agramunt (Lleida), in this case dedicated to land.  

In Vilanova´s installation, dedicated to the sea, we can distinguish different motifs, real and
imaginary, shaping the sea’s epic memory. Pirates, shipwrecks and tragedies that happened near the
region’s large sandy grounds and Garraf’s cliffs, have been etched in the popular memory and
remade by the artist’s genius: the pirate’s fig tree crutch, the terrible Year of the drowned, and the
crime in the Pas de la mala dona (the Evil lady’s passage), are the three motifs that illustrate this
first room. We should also admire the pavement in this ground floor, a blue relief full of sea motifs.

The Ribes Roges tower was built in the
third part of the 19th century and it’s
the only one remaining of the three
towers that belonged to Vilanova’s navy
last fortified precinct. Those three
towers -Ribes Roges, Torrent de la Piera
and Sant Cristòfol- were joined by a
stake fence which had to protect the
seaside part of the town from possible
attacks coming from the seas, as the
Carline troops and bandits arriving by
land, from Cubelles, in the south.

The Torre Blava by Josep Guinovart

At the beginning of the 20th century some new premises were attached to the tower to fit out a
maritime health spa and leisure area. The tower’s nearness to the sea, that used to be bigger than
today, made it possible to perform an opera, Marina, taking advantage of the proximity to the sea,
with the tenor arriving on a boat to the stage.

English



 The second floor pretends to show us a mirror labyrinth: a game between the author and
the observer, where the observer is susceptible of being observed and at the same time he can
observe himself observing. The central axle of this labyrinth is an unachievable well,
without bottom nor ceiling, full of ropes and knots from sailors and fishermen. In the
background, before we achieve the next room, there is a lighthouse winking its eye to us.
 
The third room is summarized in a bright and colourful homage to a large range of local and
universal figures, which have made his work going by through the watery Mediterranean
paths.

Josep Guinovart (Barcelona, 1927- 2007),
studied art in Barcelona’s Llotja Art
School and in other institutions in
Barcelona and Paris. He is one of the most
important members of the Informalism art
style. The variety of his artistic work is
noteworthy: painting, sculpture,
drawing, mural works, book illustration,
theatre state design… nowadays shown in
the world´s main museums.
 
The Torre Blava-Espai Guinovart art space
opened in 2000.
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